SPEECH BY HER WORSHIP, CLLR NCP MQWEBU DURING THE 
PRESENTATION OF THE 2017/2018 FINAL BUDGET 

30 May 2017 

Honourable Speaker, 

Deputy Mayor, 

Chief Whip, 

Fellow Councillors, 

Municipal Manager, 

Heads of Departments and all other officials present, 

Members of the media, 

Listeners at Home (as I believe this presentation is being 
broadcasted) 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good Morning, Goeie More, Molweni!!!!!! 

Mr Speaker, we meet on this Tuesday morning to table the final budget 
of 2017/2018 of the Ray Nkonyeni Municipality. It is a culmination of a 
process which began several weeks ago, when we tabled the draft 
budget in March and then followed by IDP and Budget Roadshows that 
were held between 18 and 28 April 2017. 

Mr Speaker and Honourable Councillors, before I proceed to the 
business of the day, it is important for me to remind this august house 
that our meeting takes place a day after we started with the Child 
Protection Week. Having said that I wish to state that it is a sad story to 
tell that, statistics indicate that three in every ten children will have faced 
some form of abuse before they reach their eighteenth birthday. It is an 
unacceptable situation which is an unfortunate indictment on our part as 
a society. 

Moreover it is more enraging that in recent weeks there have been a 
number of incidents reported wherein both children and their mothers, 
grandmothers and sisters face constant abuse from those expected to 
protect them. This reign of terror that we have seen being unleashed on 
women and children is alarming, to say the least and as government 


i 




closest to the people, we need to come up with programmes that speak 
to these issues which affect the most vulnerable sections of our society. 
With your permission, Mr Speaker, and in memory of 

• Karabo Mokoena, aged 22 

• Nombuyiselo Nombewu, aged 15 

• Bongeka Phungula, aged 28 

• Popi Qwabe, aged 24 

• Lerato Moloi, aged 27 

• Lindelani Bhengu, aged 16 

• Lungisani Bhengu, aged 8 

• Luyanda Mhlongo, aged 14; 

And many other women and children who have been victims of this 
scourge directed to the most vulnerable in past weeks; let me request 
the house to stand up and observe the moment of silence. May their 
souls rest in peace!!! 

It is also my humble plea to our men, husbands and boyfriends, brothers 
and cousin brothers, fathers and uncles to protect our women and 
children, there is no nation without them. 

Mr Speaker, coming back to the business of the day let me congratulate 
the municipality for having made tremendous strides in changing the 
lives of its citizens as during the IDP and Budget Roadshows we have 
handed over a number of Capital Projects, that are said to be more than 
R25 million. 

To mention just a few: 

In Cluster 5 - we officially handed over KwaLuhlaza Pedestrian Bridge 
and Mdlazi Bridge that costed more than R4, 4 million 

In Cluster 2 - we officially handed over Mangulubeni Bridge and just 
last week Mpenjati Road Bridge of which both costed R8, 5 million 

In Cluster 3 - Albert Road Bridge that costed R2, 8 million was officially 
opened 
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In Cluster 7 - We officially opened Gwababeni Bridge No. 2 which 
costed R2, 8 million 

In Cluster 1 - KwaNyuswa Skills Centre was officially handed over to 
the community and this skills centre costed R5, 6 million 

In Cluster 4 - we officially opened Masele Pedestrian Bridge which 
costed R2, 2 million 

Mr Speaker, Siyaqhuba, kanti futhi ngokubambisana neminye iminyango 
kaHulumeni kanye nabosomabhizinisi abazimeleyo uyabona nje ukuthi 
ngaphansi kwa Masipala wethu baningi o Crane abaveza ukuthi 
kunezakhiwo ezinkulu ezakhiwayo nezikhombisa ukuthi intuthuko 
iyaqhubeka yize kunalesisimo somnotho esintenga-ntengayo. 

These projects that we officially handed over to the communities and the 
ones that are in progress display our commitment to the Freedom 
Charter and the call by our President for Radical Socio-Economic 
Transformation. 

As I proceed Mr Speaker, Hounarable Councillors and Ladies and 
Gentlemen I wish to indicate that in preparation for this budget we are to 
present today, we spent a lot of time traversing the length and breadth of 
our municipality in a process of public consultation and formal 
engagement with organized structures as stipulated by the law. We have 
tried to listen to ordinary citizens, business people, ratepayers, as well 
as other interest groups and I need to indicate that we are encouraged 
that we have an engaged body of citizens who take such a keen interest 
on matters affecting them directly. 

Mr Speaker and Honourable Councilors, during the presentation of the 
draft budget we emphasised that we seem to be on the verge of what 
economists have termed a promising economic outlook. This is 
supported by the sentiments of the Reserve Bank, which last week 
announced an unchanged repo rate. The Governor of the Bank Mr 
Lesetja Kganyago, went further to say that in the current economic 
outlook, there is good reason to anticipate that interest rates may 
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actually decrease in the foreseeable future. This forecast is supported by 
amongst others, stabilizing commodity prices, greater reliability of our 
electricity network, recovering business and consumer confidence, as 
well as improved labour relations. 

Having said that, Mr Speaker and whilst we have engaged and listened 
to our citizens but I need to say it upfront that resources at our disposal 
are too pocket-sized compared to the actual needs of our people hence 
not everyone will be satisfied by what we are to present: 

The Operating Income Budget will be R 830 million, seven thousand 
five hundred and twenty four rand for the year 2017/2018, which will 
comprise of the following; 

S Equitable share of R175 million five hundred and sixty six 
thousand as per Division of Revenue Act 
S Rates revenue of R385 million fifty seven thousand nine 
hundred and five rand and forty one cents, based on the 
anticipated new valuation roll 

S An increase of six percent for refuse and other tariffs, with the 
exception of electricity, which increases by 1,88%. 

The Operating Expenditure is comprised of; 

s Salaries and allowances, which are budgeted at 6 percent for 
Councillors, and CPIX plus 1 percent for officials as per 
wage agreement. The municipality’s salary bill represents 39, 
05 percent of the operating budget 
S General expenses, which have increased to R501 million six 
hundred and twelve thousand six hundred and thirty rand, or 
59, 9 percent of the operating budget 
s Repairs and maintenance costs which decrease by 22 
percent to R43 million four hundred and ninety five thousand 
five hundred and sixty six rand 

Allow me Mr Speaker to highlight just few items on the Operating 
Expenditure: 

> A grant of R1,7 million to Ugu South Coast tourism 
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> A grant of R 1 million to South Coast Development Agency as 
our contribution to this regional body 

> Youth empowerment programs at an allocation of R1,7 million 

> Provision of R750 000 towards registration fees for needy and 
academically deserving tertiary students 

> A total of R1 million 180 thousand towards the support and 
empowerment of vulnerable sectors of the society such as 
women, children, senior citizens, indigent learners, and people 
living with HIV and AIDS 

> R3, 3 million for EPWP 

Coming to the CAPITAL BUDGET: 

Our Capital budget Mr Speaker and Honourable Councillors, which is 
financed through grants such MIG, Housing Grant, Provincial Treasury 
(on Technology Hub), Department of Transport (Intermodal Facility), 
other grants as well as internal funding, totals R132 million 788 thousand 
185 rand, and seeks to deliver on basic needs for our people, whilst 
mindful of our resolve to remain vigilant to avoid over- budgeting. 

The capital budget Expenditure is distributed as follows: 

Cluster 1 (Wards 30 to 36) 

R10 million, eight hundred thousand rand 

Cluster 2 (Wards 7, 8, 9 and 29) 

R7 million 

Cluster 3 (Wards 1, 2, 6,10,11 and 19) 

R6 million 

Cluster 4 (Wards 3, 5, 25, 26, 27 and 28) 

R28 million twenty thousand, five hundred and twenty two rand 

Cluster 5 (Wards 21 to 24) 

R5 million eight hundred and sixty two thousand, three hundred and fifty 
rand 

Cluster 6 (Wards 4,17,18, and 20) 
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R30 million, five hundred and fifty five thousand, three hundred and 
thirteen rand 

Cluster 7 (Wards 12 to 16) 

R6 million, nine hundred thousand rand 

Municipal Wide Projects 

R34 million, two hundred and sixty five thousand rand 

Departmental Capital Budget 

R3 million, three hundred and eighty five thousand rand 


In total Mr Speaker the final Ray Nkonyeni Municipality Budget for 
2017/2018 that I am presenting today is R1 billion, twenty seven million, 
five hundred and twelve thousand, eight hundred and twenty nine rand. 

I am aware Mr Speaker, Hounarable Councillors and Ladies and 
Gentlemen that this is not enough and with that I wish to quote one of 
the scholars I respect the most, Mr Gary Ryan Blair, and 

I quote, 

“You cannot afford to wait for perfect conditions. Goal setting is 
often a matter of balancing timing against available resources. 
Opportunities are easily lost while waiting for perfect conditions” 

(Unquote) 

As I conclude I wish to urge all of us who were elected by the people to 
double our efforts at oversight of this significant budget, as well as 
ensure that we constantly report progress to the people who have 
entrusted us with their votes. 


I thank you, 

CLLR NCP MQWEBU 

MAYOR - RAY NKONYENI MUNICIPALITY 
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